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material which could not be procured easily otherwise." It follows that 
the volume is not intended primarily for scholars, who, presumably, 
have or are able to obtain access to the original editions, but rather for 
the ordinary reader. But such readers need particularly the assistance 
of adequate editorial annotation if they are to read with profit such a 
collection of journals of a bygone period as the ones under considera- 
tion. By way of obvious illustration from the opening pages, the reader 
should be told that Thomas Hutchinson exaggerates materially the 
length of the Ohio (page 7), and that Thomas Ashe frequently drew a 
long bow in relating the story of his travels and adventures. 

A properly constructed map would have added much to the usable- 
ness of the book. The index which concludes the volume is far from 
satisfactory. 

M. M. Quaife 

Constitution making in Indiana. A source book of constitutional docu- 
ments with historical introduction and critical notes. By Charles 
Kettleborough, Ph.D., legislative draftsman, Indiana bureau of legis- 
lative information. Volume I, 1780-1851; volume II, 1851-1916. 
[Indiana historical collections] (Indianapolis: Indiana historical 
commission, 1916. 530 p. ; 693 p. $1.50 per volume) 
By an act of March 8, 1915, the general assembly of Indiana created 
the Indiana historical commission and assigned to that body as one of its 
duties the collection and publication of documentary and other materials 
on the history of the state. These two volumes are the result of that 
commission, though the work of collecting, compiling, interpreting, and 
editing were entrusted to Mr. Kettleborough ; and it may be said at the 
outset that all students of state history and government are deeply in- 
debted to the author for a painstaking, thorough, and apparently accu- 
rate work. The general introduction, which alone comprises 241 pages, 
gives an account of constitution making from the admission of the state 
in 1816 to 1916. Since all constitutional measures had to pass the legis- 
lature, a detailed description of the adventures of each measure is given 
together with the political complexion of the general assembly having it 
under consideration. This introductory discussion is based upon an ex- 
tensive and intensive use of the original sources, including journals, 
session laws, and current newspapers. The documents quoted in the 
body of the text are also preceded by brief historical introductions, thus 
rendering the work intelligible as a useful work of reference on constitu- 
tion making. 

The scope and content of the main body of the work may be suggested 
by noting the chief divisions into which the work is grouped. They are : 
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(1) the session of the Northwest territory to the United States and the 
organization and development of territorial government (1780-1816), 

(2) the organization of a constitutional government, (3) amendment of 
the constitution of 1816, (4) the constitutional convention of 1850, and 
(5) amendment of the constitution of 1851. 

Stated in general terms, the two volumes really center about the two 
constitutions under which Indiana has been governed for one hundred 
years: the constitution of 1816 and that of 1851. These two constitu- 
tions are given in full with elaborate notes ; but there was a long struggle 
in the attainment of each of these fundamental laws, and, when adopted, 
the questions of interpretation, of amendment, of repeal, and of carrying 
the instrument into effect formed an interesting history in state politics, 
and these phases are illustrated by appropriate documents in the shape 
of resolutions, debates, court opinions, and newspaper comments. Thus 
the history of political parties in Indiana and their relation to the na- 
tional parties are set forth in orderly development giving an insight into 
the local forces that determined in a measure party action in the nation 
at large. While the period covered only aims to give the history of a 
century, the first document, the Northwest ordinance, is the starting 
point in that history and the work thus reflects the entire history of 
political parties in America as developed in one state. The fact that 
Indiana was one of the states carved out of the Northwest territory lends 
a special interest to the work, for aside from Ohio no state west of the 
Alleghanies has passed through a more interesting process of develop- 
ment. Here the ideas of the fathers of the constitution meet those of 
the pioneer; the models for the states of the great west are being formed 
here; indeed every phase of political life through which America has 
passed since the formation of the constitution is reflected, if not en- 
acted, in the history of Indiana. Mr. Kettleborough has greatly en- 
hanced the usefulness of this work by devoting 150 pages to a very 
thorough analytical index, especially useful since the original archives 
of the earlier sources quoted are without an index. The work is an im- 
portant contribution to American political institutions. 

Karl F. Geiser 

History of the North Indiana, conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. From its organization, in 1844, to the present. By H. N. 
Herrick, D.D., of the North Indiana conference, and William War- 
ren Sweet, professor of history, DePauw university. (Indianapolis: 
W. K. Stewart company, 1917. 375 p. $2.50) 
The addition of one more to the extensive list of books dealing with 

local religious history would not ordinarily be expected to command at- 



